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IMPORTANT NOTICE ABOUT BRAKE LIGHT FIASHERS

Whelen brake light flashers (UBF5150, SSF5150 and BL5150) manufactured prior to
November, 1998, may not be totally compatible with the electrical system of some of the latest or
future model vehicles.

£

Whelen has continually upgraded its tail light flashers to be compatible with all vehicles existing at
the time the flasher was manufactured and sold. Whelen has developed diode and resistor Kits

that may be needed when using older-style flashers on 1999 vehicles. the latest series of Whelen
tail light flashers have these devices built in. If you are installing any of these older-style flashers
for the first time or moving them to newer vehicles, they may not be compatible. If you have
Whelen brake light flashers with serial numbers lower than those listed below, you must purchase
these kits for the brake and tail light system to work perfectly and without fault on newer vehicles.

UBF5150 SSF5150 BL5150
Serial Number
Lower Than: 17996 13993 0600

On all above, use DIODE KIT SB540 (List Price: $ 7.00) and RESISTOR KIT SB550 (List
Price $5.00) '

Whelen Engineering recommends the use of its new rear Hide-A-Way System, Model
SRCV9I8CC, which is an economical way of placing independently powered and wired high
intensity strobes into the rear tail light assemblies without any connections to the brake/tail/turn
signals.

Other Whelen-manufactured flashers not used for brake light use (headlight, grille light,
ambulance, etc.) do not require these devices, whatsoever. Due to possible significant

clectrical system changes by the car manufacturers in future years, we strongly suggest that any
currently used brake light flashers, regardless of manufacturer, may not be reinstalled into such
vehicles purchased in the future, or, contact the flasher manufacturer prior to any reuse of these
flashers for possible upgrade information.

If you have any questions about Whelen flashers in your possesion, please contact our sales or
service department directly.

ROUTE 145, WINTHROP ROAD, CHESTER, CT, USA 06412-0684
TELEPHONE: (860) 526-9504 FAX: (860) 526-4786
WEBSITE: www.whelen.com
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| by Mark Nichols”

‘When Bob Young: crash.expert for
_ the National Highway Traffic Safety
| Administration, was called to the
scene of an accident.in Minneapo-
lis involving a police vehicle, he was
sure he knew what happened. The
driver 'must have slammed the gas
instead of the brakeés.
That was-his'idea going in. But af-
ter a thorough investigation, Mr.
|. Young has discovered a problem
“that could put thousands of police
personnel at risk.
A device used to make a police
vehicle's brake lights flash when the

be causing vehicles to lurch forward

overhead lights are turned.on may '

|'Is your Vehicle an accident waiting to happen?

violently. He told his story to Anna
Wilde Mathews ‘of the Wall ‘Street
Journal, which printed an extensive
front page story on the problem last
month.

The incident Young was. called to
investigate took less than six sec-
onds. S

A police van was called to the
Nicolet Mall in. Minnéapolis where
two drunks had collapsed on the
pavement. Officers approached the
men as a police van pulled up with
its lights flashing. As acrowd gath~
ered to watch the arrest, Officer Tom
Sawina, who was drivirigthe 1997
‘Ford'Econoline, called:out to his fel-

" ‘Continued on page 14
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low officers that he would move the
van closer so the two drunks could
easily be put in the van. Sawina put
his right foot on the brake and put
the van into “drive”.

The engine revved and the van
Jumped forward Sawina, jammed

 wa

accidents.. federal authorities:
‘were contacted and Bob Young
was on his way to ‘Minneapo-
lis. .
Whernrheéarrivéd.. Young ex-
pected to.clear things up

starting to think Young's attitude
was a little condescending.

Young has investigated 63 cases of
sudden acceleration in his 17 years
with the NHTSA. Each time there
was suspicion of mechanical mal-
function but it always turned out

tioned.

Sgt. Walerius and Young sat in the
van in question in a police garage.
Without the police lights flashing, as
they had been at the time of the ac-
cident, Young checked the shift-

° orked fine. Then he showed
ius what usually hap-
hese: cases. Pressing the

quickly and :quietly.. He
showed State Patrol Sgt Chuck
Walerius a model he used in pre-
sentations, explaining how human
error had 0 be the cause in this
case. '

Young. told Sgt.. Walerius, “The
onlyway'you're going to get wide-
open throttle in that van is if you've

got the gas pedal mashed to the, .
" event looked at™ -
the vehicle:and:Sgt. Walerius was

floor.” They hadn’

DesS SIA TRSEL DR

And then Mr, Young cﬁeckedi the
shift-lock. Lawsuits alleging sudden

acceleration in the 1980's forced  Iorw:
autornakers to install a device that =~ “back

would force drivers to step on the

brake before shifting into drive. If a"

shift-lock is working properly, a

driver can't get the car in gear with-

out’pressing the brake firmly. Young
: k

Circle number 69 on the Reader Service Card.

; j erwent on to: say
‘hen” his police: lights were

. flashing, ‘the shift lock device

wouldn't ‘work. Young politely ex-
plained that fche lights would have

garagi
e had conducted thetests:. He had
thepolice lights off when he checked

“for ‘trouble. Everthe investigator,

Young -suggested that the meeting
move outsidle where' this. lightsy
shift-lock question could be tested
on the various police.cars there. Sgt.
Walerius. got into his Crown Vic,
leaving the door open tumed the

“who has a reputation for always get-

ting it right, knew his report was
wrong. He tested:a small fleet of ve-
hicles at Ford dealership and they

" all worked finé. But that's because

they weren't equipped with police

lights.

At a police department in Mary-

ay put officers at rlsk

_disab ‘1o : em;‘eehaxﬂc
“pointed out'a device he had justthat
morning installed in the cruiser. It

1e. “If this hadn't been connected "
'ung told Sgt. Walerms “We

“Ford includes a warning for all po-

" lice vehicles which says the addi-
tion of after-market devices may

cause vehicle malfunction, but the
amount of these devices Young saw
in the course of his investigation
made him think the warnings

" weren’'t working. He asked the

NHTSA to send out warnings to
17,000 police departments around
the country by special wire'to warn
police officers about the problem.

But the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration has no au-
thority to require police depart-
ments to remove the devices and Mr.
Young believes there may be huge
risks with a failure to check these
problems. Now he spends sleepless
nights wondering where and when
the next deadly accident will take
place.

Young has even angrily confronted
the manufacturers of these devices
at.a recent conference of Ford Deal-
ers: He tucked his name tag into his
shirt so people would talk to him
fréely. He was encouraged to find
that one company, Whelen Engi-
neering Co., had stopped selling the
devices which make brake lights
flash. But only a few steps away,
SoundOff Inc. was still selling the
tiny black boxes, and there were
plenty of interested customers.

If you have questions about shift-
lock problems in your cruiser, there
are several places to call for informa-
tion. The Department of Transporta-
tion hotline numbers are 888-327-
4236 or 800-424-9393. Or you can
e-mail Bob Young directly at
ryoung@NHTSA.dot.gov

14 AMERICAN POLICE BEAT: JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2000



